We need your help.

We received an email late Friday afternoon from Jim Kalny, attorney for the Freedom School District, that despite promising to go to the table on Wednesday, June 22nd with the Freedom Education Association to bargain an extension to their contract, the Board is no longer willing to bargain and that they will meet - in JULY - and only to discuss base wages.  As eloquently stated by the FEA's President, "Well it's official; the district and Scott Walker are on the same team."

As most of us and our members know, the FEA has endured quite a bit since February 11th.  Their District Administrator chose to non-renew the entire staff, only to tell them that they were not really non-renewed.

The FEA demanded to bargain with the District for an extension or a successor agreement as early as March, only to be told that the Board "did not want to go to the table at this time."  Finally, after local actions and our filing of an interest arbitration petition, the local was able to get a date for bargaining - June 22nd.

Needless to say our FEA members are dejected, angry and ready to take action.  The union president, Mike Fogarty is not willing to let his members go away quietly.  He thinks having a strong presence at the Board's regularly scheduled meeting for Monday will be important.

I realize this is very last minute, but we need your and your members' help.  We need a presence at the Board meeting on Monday to tell the Board that what they are doing is wrong.  We are getting the message out to the FEA members that we need them at the Board meeting.  But, they need help.  They need you.  This is what a union does.  It stands up for its brothers and sisters.

Please spread the word to fellow union members.  Please attend the Freedom School District Board meeting Monday, June 20th at 7:00 wearing RED.  We have done this elsewhere with success.  We can be successful again.  You do not need to live in the Freedom School District to attend this rally.  Your friends do not need to be public school employees to attend.

The Board meeting starts at 7:15 p.m. in the District Board Room located on the first floor of the original 1929 High School building, but let's make our presence felt earlier.  The address is:  N4021 County Road E, Freedom WI  54130-7593.

Let's show our FEA brothers and sisters that we stand with them.  The School Board nonrenewed the entire staff when they didn't have to.  Now they are continuing to be cowards and not coming to the table!  All we want is a fair contract and we want it now!

WEAR RED.

Thank you for your help.

Rick

Richard A. Engel

Bay Lakes United Educators
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