Dear Laura,

 

As a past president and seven year negotiator of the KEA (Do you still use the name Kimberly Education Association?), and a long-time retiree from the Kimberly Area Schools, I would like to express my admiration for the courage it took for the Kimberly teachers to protest the union busting actions of our Governor and his Republican legislators.  This decision of yours was not an easy one, but, in my mind, a necessary one.  Because I was one of several Kimberly teachers who picketed during the Hortonville Teacher's strike, I know that there will be local citizens who will criticize you for your actions.  But, with a continuation of the favorable reputation Kimberly's teachers have built over the years, this will pass.  I am presently wintering in Arizona, but if I had been home, I would gladly have joined you in Madison.  Easy for me to say because the consequences of my action would not have approached the risks you and your people took.  But it would have been the least I could have done.

 

Good luck to you in your quest, and God be with you.

 

Bill Bohne

Former Kimberly teacher and Union president

