




Big discounts await bargain-hunting travelers 
All of the travel experts are saying now is the time to 
travel -- especially if you want to go abroad. Cruises and 
foreign travel will never be as advantageous as they are 
right now. Airfare prices continue to fall.

If you want to save money and have all of the travel search 
engines at your fingertips, use my free website to do your 
research: http://my.athenet.net/~mesh/.  This is a free 
service to WEAC members.

With the present economic situation, companies such 
as United Airlines, Marriott, and American Airlines are 
actually dropping the number of frequent-travel points 
they charge for awards.  

Disney World is offering a promotion that provides for all 
meals during your stay through the fall.

According to Money Magazine, “Airfarewatchdog.com 
scours every airline website the old-fashioned way – and 
finds some amazing deals the others miss.”

Throughout the world, hotels and other industries are 
experiencing the economic downturn and offering 
bargains we can take advantage of.

One of reader of this column recently sent me an e-mail 
describing an experience at Caesar Place in LasVegas:  
“When we checked in, we asked for a free upgrade from 
a standard room with two beds, and they gave us a suite 
for no extra charge. When we went to pick up our rental 
car, we received another free upgrade from a midsize to a 
full-size.” 

Paradise without a passport is still possible on the cheap. 
Instead of thinking of a Caribbean escape, there is a 
home option.  According to AARP: the Magazine, “The 
American Caribbean—the Florida Keys, Puerto Rico, and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands – has white –sand beaches better 
than many of those in the British and French West Indies.”

Travel insurance
Don’t forget that for trips outside of the U.S., including 
cruises, and tours, you need travel insurance. This can 
protect you if you have to call off the trip. If you are a 
member of AAA, check with your AAA agent and don’t 
forget to read the fine print about what is and what is not 
covered.  You can also purchase insurance through the 
company that makes your travel arrangements, but again, 
read the fine print so you are aware of the coverage.

Back home

The March/April edition of AAA Living had an excellent 
article on how to keep your home safe while you are going 
on extended vacations. Here are some of the tips I found 
most useful:

•	 Make sure you hold all deliveries and don’t leave a 
trashcan in front of your home. You can stop mail 
delivery to your home by going to usps.com.  

•	 House sitters are another option. When I’m out of 
town, a retired relative picks up our mail and checks 
the house on a daily basis. We pay the person $2 a day. 

•	 Do not change the greeting on your answering machine 
– don’t ever leave a message saying you are on vacation 
and the date you will return. 

•	 Place some of the lights in your house on random 
timers so the house looks lived in.  

•	 Lock all doors, windows and the garage. Most garage 
door openers have a switch or a way of unplugging the 
unit. 

•	 Use a fireproof safe to keep your valuables safe and/or a 
safe-deposit box at your credit union or bank. 

•	 If you have a home security system make sure you have 
it properly set up and remember to notify the security 
service of your vacation dates.  

•	 Always let other trusted individuals know where you 
are and how you can be contacted. When I leave for 
vacations I leave information about where I will be and 
how I can be reached with a list of friends. 

•	 Adjust the temperature in your home accordingly. 
AAA recommends a temperature setting of 85 during 
the summer months and 55 in the winter. 

•	 Unplug and turn off all appliances to protect from 
lightening and possible power surges. 

•	 Plan for high winds by making sure all outdoor 
furniture is properly stored and any dead tree limbs near 
the house are taken care of. 

•	 Make sure your downspouts and gutters are clean.

— �Thomas Kreif, WEAC-Fox Valley Retired Member and 
Traveler –http://my.athenet.net/~mesh/ 
 

(Travel trips for this issue come from experience, Arthur 
Frommer’s Budget Travel, and traveling friends.)
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WEAC-Retired Calendar of Events
June    

27-29
NEA-Retired Annual Meeting 
 – San Diego, CA

July 1-6 NEA-Representative Assembly 
 – San Diego, CA

Sept. 1
14
17
18

18-19

WEAC-Retired PR Committee planning – WEAC Office
WEAC-Retired Member Benefits Committee – WEAC Office
WEAC-Retired Executive Committee Budget meeting  – WEAC Office
WEAC-Retired Board of Directors – WEAC Office
WEAC Board of Directors – Madison

Oct. 9
16-17
29-30

WEAC -Retired Legislative Coalition Committee – WEAC office
WEAC Board of Directors – Madison
WEAC Convention – Milwaukee

Snapshots from the 
WEAC-Retired  
Annual Meeting
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Almost 200 WEAC-Retired members 
from throughout Wisconsin gathered 
in Madison on May 1 for the WEAC-
Retired Annual Meeting. Attendees 
chose from a schedule of 15 
workshops and participated in raffles 
and drawings to benefit the NEA 
Children’s Fund for Public Education.


